March 17: Paul Bressler (University of Arizona), “Courant algebroids.” FOLLOWED BY DIN- NER.

I will define Courant algebroids and give naturally arising examples which give rise to many instances of infinite-dimensional Lie algebras. Time permitting, I will outline the classification theory of (transitive and, in particular, exact) Courant algebroids and their relationship to the geometry of mapping spaces of curves.